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YWCA Yellowknife takes delivery of 

easy access van
Yellowknife (Aug. 17th, 2010) – YWCA Yellowknife is able to get its clients with physical disabilities out and about easier with a specially converted passenger van. The 2010 Dodge Grand Caravan with the Viewpoint Mobility conversion is one-of-a-kind in Yellowknife.

“We are thrilled to provide our clients with an improved way for them to get out to visit, shop, attend medical appointments, and enjoy recreational events,” says Diane Jamieson, YWCA Yellowknife’s Director of Social Programs. “This van is so convenient for us to use,” she added.

The Grand Caravan has been converted to provide easy access for a person in a wheel chair or with limited mobility. When the back door opens, there is a lightweight folding ramp that allows caregivers to push the wheelchair directly into the van. There is no lift involved. Special fittings enable the wheelchair to be secured in place. The front passenger seat has a hydraulic lift. A switch lowers the chair to street level so that the person doesn’t have to step up. The chair then powers up and swivels into position.
Yellowknife Chrysler offered YWCA Yellowknife considerable savings on the van, and then provided help to have it shipped to Oakville, Ontario, for the conversion, and back.
About YWCA Yellowknife: YWCA Yellowknife is the largest provider of residential support for people with disabilities, with 22 clients living in six homes, and another 14 people served in their own homes by outreach staff. YWCA Yellowknife also operates Yellowknife’s only family violence shelter, the 12-bed Alison McAteer House and the 39-unit Rockhill transitional and emergency housing programs for families. We also offer confidence-building programs for girls and fee-for-service after-school programs for children ages 5 to 11 at every school in the city. YWCA Yellowknife has been serving the people of the north since 1966.
For more information or to arrange an interview with Diane Jamieson, YWCA Yellowknife’s Director of Social Programs, contact Julie Green at 920-2777 ext 303 or e-mail Julie@ywcanwt.ca
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