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YWCA Yellowknife calls on territorial government to make poverty reduction its top priority
Yellowknife, February 19, 2010: The nine members of YWCA Yellowknife’s Board of Directors have added their voices to the chorus calling on government to begin work immediately on a poverty reduction strategy for the territory.  “The government needs to make this work its top priority,” says Vicki Tompkins, YWCA Yellowknife’s board president.

Many YWCA Yellowknife clients know poverty first-hand, whether they are the working poor or receive income support. They face heart-breaking decisions about how to stretch their income to meet their family’s needs for shelter, food, clothing, transportation and other basics. Many feel trapped in a cycle of poverty that has no exit and is perpetuated in the next generation. 
“It’s time for all of us – non-profit agencies like ours and governments at every level – to look for long term solutions to reduce poverty. We want to work with you and to be part of the solution,” says YWCA Yellowknife Executive Director, Lyda Fuller.
“We need not only to find out why the income support caseload has ballooned by 20 per cent in the last year (according to the government’s own numbers) – but to take action,” she added.

YWCA Yellowknife is part of a broad coalition of social justice organizations and non-profit agencies that have called on the territorial government to develop an integrated, fully-resourced and cross-government strategy for eliminating poverty in the Northwest Territories.

About YWCA Yellowknife: YWCA Yellowknife is a non-profit agency founded in 1966 to provide housing for single working women. Our mission is to increase the well-being and independence of people, particularly women. YWCA Yellowknife runs Yellowknife’s only family violence shelter, the 12-bed Alison McAteer House, and the 39-unit Rockhill transitional and emergency housing programs for families. In addition, YWCA Yellowknife is the largest provider of residential support for people with disabilities. We also offer confidence-building programs for girls and fee-for-service after-school programs for children ages 5 to 11 at every school in the city. Today, YWCA Yellowknife employs 100 full and part-time staff and operates on a budget of about $4.5 million. We are affiliated with both YWCA Canada (which is the oldest and largest multi-service women’s organization in the country) and the World YWCA. 

For more information, call YWCA Yellowknife President Vicki Tompkins at 873-8752 or e-mail at vito@theedge.ca or contact YWCA Yellowknife Executive Director Lyda Fuller at 920-2777 ext 310 or e-mail lyda@ywcanwt.ca
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