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YELLOWKNIFE: Territorial, aboriginal and provincial representatives from sheltering organizations have just created the first-ever national network of women’s shelters. Representatives at last week’s meeting in Ottawa included Lyda Fuller, executive director of YWCA Yellowknife. She represented the shelters in Yellowknife, Fort Smith, Hay River, Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk.     

The action-based initiative: Uniting to End Violence Against Women – Establishing a National Network of Women’s Shelters, will connect shelters that help abused women across the country in order to give them a stronger medium to share resources and a bigger microphone with which to create awareness.   

“I see this as an opportunity to share resources, training, and promising practices among shelters,” said Fuller. “It also allows us to have a voice at the table on developing strategies to end violence against women. It is a day we have been waiting for since shelters started over twenty five years ago: networking and sharing are so important if we are to close the gaps across the country,” she said.
Family violence levels in the Northwest Territories are among the highest in the country. In our small population, a woman is murdered by her partner every other year, and every two days a woman is assaulted by her partner (common assault, sexual assault, uttering threats, kidnapping). These shocking numbers come from Statistics Canada. 

Our family violence shelter – the only one of its kind in Yellowknife – had an occupancy rate of 93 per cent for the year ending in March. As well, we had 1300 calls to our crisis line and we helped 53 women apply for emergency protection orders to keep abusers away from them for up to 90 days.

For more information about the national shelter network and the role of YWCA Yellowknife in it, please contact Lyda Fuller at lyda@ywcanwt.ca or at 446-1701.
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